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LOOKING AFTER TASMANIA

Very often maps of the Common wealth which [sic] are not graced with the fair island of 
Tasmania depicted upon them.  Still the topographer designates his map the Commonwealth 
just the same, and though it is incomplete without Tasmania no one in the other States seems at 
all willing to tell the man who prepared the map that he does not know his business or that if he 
does he displays a deplorable lack of truth.  When Tasmania is left out no one outside the Island 
State cares.  If, however, someone had the temerity to draw a map minus Victoria or New South 
Wales or one of the other States there would be something said.  At last night’s meeting of the 
Tourist Association committee the chairman, Mr. P. S. Seager, refer red to the fact that Tasmania 
was very often missing from designs which were labelled as the Commonwealth, and in view of 
the fact that the Com monwealth silver coins would bear a representation of the Commonwealth 
the committee of management had sent a letter to the Federal Govern ment reminding them 
that Tasmania was still in the Commonwealth and would like to be put on the silver coins.
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Introduction

As a kid in the 1970s, I’d come home from school and sit for hours in the glow of the cathode 
ray.  I’d gorge on American sitcoms, sci fi and dramas, but my favourite things were always about 
islands.  “It’s Danger Island next” was always the beginning of the best part of the Banana Splits.  
“The ship was finally set aground on a tiny desert isle” was the point at which I’d yield to Gilligan’s 
Island.  I’d even tolerate Adventure Island for a while.  The episodes of Lost In Space in which the 
Space Family Robinson are rolling from side to side in their tiny metal deuterium-powered island in 
space were always the best.  I wore the ink off the pages of Five on a Treasure Island and Gulliver’s 
Travels.  With a hose and dirt clods, I’d make miniature islands in the back yard.  It’s the adventure, 
the freshness and the cosiness of the idea of an island that draws me to them, even now.

Even now.

A bit more than a year ago, I moved back to Australia after three decades in the UK.  With a blank 
sheet of paper – an unmarked chart – I started looking for somewhere to live.  My old friend Ian 
said “How about Tasmania?” Following the law of unintended consequences, I flew to Hobart, 
hired a Hiace with a bed in the back and set off to find somewhere, rewriting the lyrics of Paul 
Simon’s ‘America’ (which scans beautifully with Tasmania) along the way.  I found an old Gold 
Rush bank in a small rural town, paid cash for it (in your face, investment bankers), called it MINA, 
and set about restoring it.

Living anywhere new, at least a part of us for a while starts to see the world anew.  One thing 
happened to me early in my island odyssey.  I was in a café north of Launceston and I noticed the 
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owner’s earrings.  They were gold and formed in the shape of Australia.  Tasmania, 
to which my eyes were newly attuned, ought to have dangled below, but it was 

missing.  The earrings looked as incomplete as a question mark without a dot.  
This unfulfilling question developed into the 12-month obsession culminating in 

this exhibition.

I’ve trawled antique shops up-and-down the east coast of mainland Australia 
and throughout Tasmania.  I’ve plundered eBay’s vast digital warehouse 

worldwide, Facebook Marketplace, Gumtree and Google.  I’ve read widely about attitudes 
to Tasmania and Tasmanians, and I’ve listened intently to Tasmanians’ feelings about their 
identity and the perceptions and clichés that are foisted on them.

Mostly, though, I’ve been amazed at the sheer range of depictions of Australia that fail to 
include Tasmania.  It’s an island, but it’s a very big one.  It is, for instance, 70 percent of 
the area of England.  There’s a curious irony that in Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, he chose the 
imagined location of Lilliput and Blefescu based on the location of Van Diemen’s Land, 
which had been encountered by Abel Tasman in 1642, eighty-four years before Gulliver was 
published, and forty-four years before Cook’s first encounter.  The Australian mainland was 
virtually unknown to Europeans at that point.  Lilliput, therefore, sits in what Swift believed 
was the middle of an open ocean, when in fact a literal interpretation of the location of Lilliput 
places it in mainland Australia (spoiler alert: this will be the subject of my next exhibition).  

Few of the items I’ve collected have much intrinsic value, but they all have intrinsic power.  
I have tea towels, tablecloths, ashtrays, badges, sweetheart brooches, first-day covers, 
a Portuguese coin, a set of salt-and-pepper shakers, an egg flip, a kangaroo-scrotum bottle 
opener, sheet music, a bottle of lemonade, a bottle of Worcestershire sauce, three jigsaws, 
luggage labels, ads, fruit tins, boxes, a teabag holder, letter rack, boomerang, Parliament 
House souvenir and a box of snacks.
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Of course, there are items that are relics.  Many of the businesses and organisations that 
made these omissions have updated their brands to include Tasmania.  Nonetheless, there 
are plenty of brand new objects that are on sale today.

I’ve never staged an exhibition before, so it lacks the curatorial precision and scholarship 
that it probably deserves, but I did set a few rules for my collection, which I’ve called ‘State 
of Invisibility’: 

1.  every depiction should be post-date the beginning of the Federation process 
2.  the emphasis should be on everyday objects (with the odd exception) 
3.  each item should be modestly priced 
4.  In any depiction, inclusion of Tasmania should have been a simple process.

I’m sensitive to questions of identity and belonging in a country that continues to explore 
reconciliation with the traditional owners of the land, past and present.  In its darkest 
moments, the world has been – and continues to be – a palimpsest of decrees.  It wasn’t 
my original intention, but I now see this collection as, in part, an investigation of the idea 
of collective identity.  What do identity and belonging mean to us? Are there ways in which 
we might refresh our consideration of it through gentle analogy? Our collective identity 
matters as much as our individual identities.

This exhibition is a love song to Tasmania, my new, abundant, welcoming home.  Much of 
what drew me back to Australia was its openness as a culture, and its unyielding pursuit of 
reconciliation and fairness, especially at a time when other cultures have descended into a 
politics of otherness.  We all need each other.  To paraphrase the famous line from Donne’s 
essay, written 400 years ago, no human is an island.

Hamish Thompson, 2022
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brand
/brand/

noun: brand; plural noun: brands

an identifying mark intended to convey, often in summary, a physical entity in its entirety.

“[I] don’t get it.  It’s like 
they’re ashamed of Tassie.  
I’m proud of this place.”
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Hats off to the people at 
Federal Safety Matches for 
sticking to their guns over 
several decades.  On this page 
and the two following are some 
examples of their packaging.

Sources: antique shop, 
Bendigo / eBay.

Federal safety matches
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These wartime Federal 
matchboxes, sans Tasmania, 
had patriotic messages on the 
back, such as ‘play your part’ 
and ‘be in the fight’.

Sources: antique shop, 
Bendigo / eBay.

Federal safety matches
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Federal safety matches

Tasmania appears to have sunk 
beneath the waves this time, 
crushed under the weight of 
the quarter sign.

Sources: antique shop, 
Bendigo / eBay.
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Tinned prunes

Old prune tin.  Tasmania has 
been pruned.

Source: Junk shop, rural 
Victoria.
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Fruit crate label

Rather a beautiful label from 
the heart of orange-growing 
country.  Just a shame they 
couldn’t squeeze in Tasmania.

Source: retro store, ACT.
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Branded fruit crate

This branded fruit crate needs 
a brand new logo.

Source: antique shop, 
Launceston.
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Worcester sauce

Sample products, made 
in South Australia, on 
supermarket shelves now. 
Singling your state out in your 
logo might make sense, but 
does leaving another state off?

Source: supermarkets 
everywhere.
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Fruit crate label

Label for River Grove waxed 
oranges, with a beautiful vista 
seen through the shape of 
Australia.  I could wax lyrical 
about Tasmania…

Source: eBay.
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Box label

Drinks box label.  There are 
some items in this catalogue 
that you might think: hmm, 
it’d be a bit of a design 
challenge to add Tasmania 
to that one (not impossible, 
mind).  This isn’t one of them.

Source: eBay.
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Bottle label

Heleys was a popular drinks 
company from the 1950s to 
the 1980s.  It is unclear how 
popular it was in Tasmania.

Source: secondhand shop, 
Ballarat, Victoria
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Hard Rock Café badge

A Hard Rock Cafe badge with 
six-string and twelve-string 
guitar fretboards.  Plenty of 
detail on this one, but one 
major detail is missing.

Source: eBay seller, United 
States.

17



‘Healing’ cream

A tin of multi-purpose 
‘remedy’.  Removes dandruff, 
piles and, er, Tasmania.

Source: eBay seller.
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Recipe book

The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association recipe book: while 
I love its classic Mid-Century 
design, I think the depiction 
of Australia is bananas.  But 
maybe that’s sour grapes.

Source: antique shop.
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Luggage label

The shape of the mainland 
does need a bit of work.  The 
shape of Tasmania, more so.

Source: eBay.
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Advert

The Australia Hotel, Sydney: 
it says its service is ‘above 
criticism’.  I think Tasmanians 
might beg to differ.

Source: eBay.
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‘Safe Driving’ tag

This driving school tag seems 
to have a ‘learner’ version of 
the Australian coat of arms…  
so perhaps it’s not surprising 
that they mislaid Tasmania.

Sources: eBay.
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P&O poster

A reproduction of a 1920s 
poster by designer Charles 
Edward Dixon from the golden 
age of sail.  Centuries ago, 
a boat sailing from England 
towards Australia would 
probably have encountered 
Tasmania first.

Source: eBay.

23



connection
/kəˈnɛkʃ(ə)n/

noun: connection; plural noun: connections

the act of joining or being joined to something else, or the part or process that makes this 
possible

“I’ve lived here all my life 
and I’m used to it. We’re 

the outcasts.”
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I picked this up in a 
secondhand shop in Hobart. 
It intrigued me because ‘union’ 
has such a particular and 
potent meaning.  I’ve seen 
other variants that have the 
same omission.

Source: secondhand shop, 
north Hobart.

Australian Workers’ Union badge
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Australia Pacific badge

A name badge for a bus tour 
company, Australian Pacific. 
At one point, AP had offices 
in Auckland, Los Angeles and 
London – but presumably not 
Hobart…

Source: secondhand shop, 
Parkes, NSW.
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Australia Day pin

Unity but not universality.

Source: antique market.
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First aid badge

This first aid badge manages to 
include New Zealand but still 
leaves out Tasmania.  It’ll need 
more than a plaster to heal 
this wound.

Source: junk shop.
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Senior Citizens Association pin

A membership badge.  Look 
at all the available sea to the 
West and East.  If the badge 
had been reshaped, there 
would have been plenty of 
room for Tasmania (and for the 
word ‘pensioners’, which looks 
a little squashed).

Source: antique shop, Eden, 
NSW.
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Australia Day 1940 pin

Patriotism, especially in times 
of national crisis, can be a 
wonderful thing.

Source: secondhand shop, 
Morpeth, NSW.
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Australia Day badge

Brotherliness depicted on 
this tin badge from 1918. 
The brothers in Tasmania are 
missing.

Source: Evandale market, 
Tasmania.
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St Patrick’s Day badge

Shamrocks in the Southern 
Ocean, but no South Island.

Source: antique shop.
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Orphans’ appeal badge

Pre-war fundraising badge.

Source: antique shop, Hobart.
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Greetings card

There’s so much room for 
Tasmania on this greetings 
card, it’s almost impressive 
that they’ve managed to leave 
it off.

Source: eBay.
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Where’s Tasmania? Answers on 
a postcard.*

[*Not this one.]

Source: Facebook Marketplace.

Postcard
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Postcard

Don’t try to palm me off with 
this postcard.

Source: eBay.
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Postcard

Sydney: gateway to some of 
Australia.

Source: eBay.
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Postcard

A whole state has gone 
walkabout.

Source: eBay.
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Postcard

Very handmade feel to this 
postcard.  The kangaroo looks 
appalled that they’ve left off 
Tasmania.

Source: eBay.
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Wartime postcard

Wartime depictions of Australia 
without the South Island 
seem particularly hurtful to 
Tasmanians, who were fighting 
just as valiantly and making 
the same sacrifices as their 
mainland counterparts.

Source: eBay.
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First day cover, 1966

A first day cover to celebrate 
decimalisation. Sadly, 
Tasmania has been decimated.

Source: eBay.
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First day cover, 1957

An envelope celebrating the 
first flight between London 
and Sydney. It’s small 
consolation for Tasmania that 
there’s apparently nothing but 
ocean between the Australian 
mainland and Great Britain. 
Northern Ireland might 
reasonably feel a bit miffed, 
too.

Source: eBay.
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First day cover, 1955

I seem to have hit a rich seam 
of Tasmania-lacking 1950s 
first day covers. Look at the 
state(s) of this one…

Source: eBay.
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First day cover, 1950

Another first day cover 
covering most of Australia.

Source: eBay.

44



First day cover, 1957

The General Post Office did 
exist in Tasmania in the 1950s, 
right?

Source: eBay.
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Commemorative letter cover

This commemorative cover 
seems to have lost the last 
letter of Shepparton as well 
as the southern most state of 
Australia.

Source: eBay.
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Commemorative letter cover

So much ocean round the 
top of the Mainland, so little 
room for Tasmania.  And to 
add insult to injury, this was 
posted to Hobart.

Source: eBay.
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Postage stamp

Australia’s four nostalgic 
fruit label postage stamps 
were issued in 2016.  Only 
one featured Australia itself. 
Shame they stamped out 
Tasmania.

Source: eBay.
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Commemorative postage stamps

Spot the well-known and 
widely documented printing 
error.

Source: eBay.
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memento
/mɪˈmɛntəʊ/

noun: memento; plural noun: mementoes or mementos

an object kept as a appropriate reminder of a person or event;  
a memento, or keepsake, usually implies an emotional connection.

“I don’t think Australia 
cares.  I wish I could say it 

doesn’t matter to me, but it 
does.  I try to ignore it, 
but every time I see it, it’s a 

reminder.”
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Enamelled tin badge

This tin badge was one of 
many sold on trams, buses, at 
railways stations and at rallies 
to raise money to support 
Australian forces in WW1. 
It even has the 5 stars of the 
Southern Cross, but, sadly, 
no Tasmania.

Source: junk shop, VIC.
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Crocheted doily

‘Australia will be there’, but 
sadly not Tasmania.

Source: on loan from a private 
collection.
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Sheet music

Sheet music, 1950.  Miss 
Australia?  I miss Tasmania.

Source: antique shop.
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Sweetheart brooch

A sweetheart brooch, a 
keepsake for soldiers at 
war.  I think this oversight is 
understandable, given the 
context of the trauma of war 
and separation.

Source: antique market, 
Bendigo, Victoria.

54



Charm bracelet

A silver charm bracelet, 
comprising a kookaburra, emu, 
kangaroo, koala and, at the 
centre, Australia and its states. 
I’m afraid I must state that one 
state is missing.  Charming.

Source: eBay UK.
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souvenir
/ˌsuːvəˈnɪə/

noun: souvenir; plural noun: souvenirs

a thing that is kept as an exemplary reminder of a person, place, or event;  
a souvenir serves as a reminder but often with no personal touch.

“It’s sad Tasmania is 
missed off so many 

things.  People are missing 
out.  It’s a hidden gem.”
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Federation coin, 1899

While this one does not post-
date federation, it does 
follow the first referendum on 
Federation, held in 1898, in 
which Tasmania was one of the 
four states that voted.  81.3% 
of Tasmanian voters were in 
favour.  Ironically, in 1899, 
when the second referendum 
was held, Western Australia 
still didn’t vote, but is included 
here, while Tasmania is missing.

Source: antique market.
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Fridge magnet

A souvenir magnet, without 
Tasmania, on sale in 2022.

Source: souvenir shop.
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Royal Visit 1954

I love the detail in this 
one.  Look at the paste gems 
marking the capital cities. 
They’ve left one important stop 
off the tour, though.

Source: eBay.
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Embroidered doily

This hand-embroidered doily is 
rather charming, with its Koala 
and gum blossoms.  It seems a 
bit churlish to complain, but…

Source: eBay.
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Millennium brooch

Mainland Australia welcoming 
in the new Millennium.  The 
famous Y2K bug seems to have 
deleted Tasmania.

Source: Facebook Marketplace.
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Brooch

Opal brooch.  The stones 
obscure some of the names of 
the mainland states, but at 
least they’re there, defined by 
borders.

Source: junk shop, north 
Hobart.
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Brooch

Another souvenir brooch.  A 
good example of arbitrary 
detail.  The koala and foliage 
would not have been any 
less difficult to include than 
Tasmania.

Source: eBay.
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Brooch

An ornate opal fragment 
brooch.  The shards of opal 
have been encased in lacquer. 
It would have been relatively 
simple to add another area to 
the outline.

Source: junk shop, UK.
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Commonwealth penny embedded in wooden plaque

Commonwealth of Australia 
without Tasmania?  A penny for 
your thoughts…

Source: eBay.
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Trinket box

A homemade trinket box.  Lots 
of extra harbours and bays 
added to the coastline.  No 
sign of Tasmania, though.

Source: eBay.
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Brooch

Diamond-shaped brooch 
featuring part of Australia.

Source: eBay.
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Photo frame

A picture frame for wall-
mounting, evidently designed 
by a jig saw enthusiast.

Source: antique shop, 
Canberra, ACT.
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Olympics 2000 brooch

This badge has given itself 
a gold star, which is a bit 
presumptive.  Do better, US 
Olympic Team badge designer.

Source: eBay.
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Carved wooden plaque

A souvenir wall plaque.  I don’t 
want to be roo’d, but it’s a bit 
unfinished.

Source: junk shop, Hervey Bay, 
QLD.
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Decorative bowl

I was bowled over by the detail 
on this decorative bowl until 
I noticed the missing detail…

Source: antique shop.
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Ornamental boomerang

Wood you believe it?  Another 
missing Tasmania.  This one 
might come back to bite you.

Source: antique shop.
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Teaspoon

This classically-inspired 
teaspoon has each of the 
states carefully marked out 
with its initials against an 
enamel background.  But 
wait…I don’t want to stir up 
trouble, but isn’t one of the 
states missing?

Source: private seller.
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Teaspoon

Another lovely spoon.  This 
one’s got a bit of a twist.  The 
twist being that they forgot 
Tasmania.

Source: private seller.
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Teaspoon

A teaspoon from Lighting 
Ridge, famous for its rare black 
opal mines.  Even rarer, here, is 
Tasmania.

Source: private seller.
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Display rack

Display rack for souvenir 
teaspoons.  No room for 
Tasmanian spoons, perhaps?

Source: garage sale.
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implement
/ˈɪmplɪm(ə)nt/

noun: implement; plural noun: implements

a tool, utensil, or other piece of equipment that is used for a particular purpose; 
from the Latin, implementum, meaning fulfilment.

“I see it all the time.  
I just get hardened to 

it after a while.”
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I bought this Kangaroo 
scrotum bottle opener (not 
words I expected to ever write) 
in a gift shop in Rosebud, on 
the east side of Port Phillip 
Bay.  It’s a strange thing that 
an object that seems to have 
been the result of a cheese 
dream fails the Tasmania test.

Source: gift shop, outer 
Melbourne.

Kangaroo scrotum bottle opener
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Egg flip

An OZ-FLIP.  Manufacturers, 
the yolk’s on you.

Source: eBay.
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Coming-of-age present

There’s something a bit off-key 
about this bottle opener.

Source: eBay.
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Elastic die in its original box

This rather fine piece of 
industrial equipment misses 
out Tasmania on both the box 
and the contents.

Source: antique shop.
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Ceramic salt and pepper pots

A lot of effort has gone into 
this set of salt & pepper 
shakers.  I’m intrigued that 
Western Australian swans 
are the size of Queensland 
bullocks.  There’s also a 
bit of Bass Straight, but no 
Tasmania.

Source: antique shop, 
Maryborough, QLD.
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A souvenir of the nation’s 
capital.  A desk calendar 
celebrating the home 
of Australia’s federal 
government.  This fails twice. 
On the back is a sticker that 
reads ‘Genuine Mulga Wood’ 
– in the shape of mainland 
Australia. 

Source: junk shop, Morpeth, 
NSW.

Parliament House calendar
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Mirror

Wood-mounted mirror 
decorated with shells.  It’s 
unconchionable* that 
Tasmania is missing.

[*See what I did there?]

Source: antique shop, VIC.
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Thermometer

A souvenir thermometer 
decorated with mother-of-
pearl glued to a piece of wood. 
From the look of it the mercury 
has headed south.  Maybe it’s 
ended up in Tasmania.

Source: junk shop.
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Geometry compass set

I think Conti have lost their 
compass.

Source: eBay.

86



Clock

You’ve got to hand it to the 
maker of this souvenir clock, 
the detail for the state capital 
cities is second to none.  But 
one thing is winding me up: 
where’s Hobart?

Source: junk shop.
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Letter rack

I’d like to say that’s quite a 
statement piece for a letter 
rack.  But sadly, it’s a bit of a 
croc.  You know why.

Source: antique shop.

88



Teabag saucer

This little dish wants to be sure 
you know what it’s for.  What 
it’s not for is showing the 
whole of Australia.

Source: antique shop.

89



Wall clock

I’ve clocked that something’s 
missing here: wood it be 
too much to ask to include 
Tasmania?

Source: antique shop.
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Tea towel

I hope the maker of this tea 
towel is feeling a bit sheepish. 
They seem to have hidden 
Tasmania behind the flock.

Source: eBay.

91



Tea towel

No Tasmania on this one either.  
Time to throw in the towel?

Source: eBay.
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Tablecloth

There’s an animal depicted on 
this tablecloth that’s named 
after an absent island…

Source: Facebook Marketplace.
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Ashtray

This is quite a fine thing, 
redolent of its period.  But 
Tasmania is missing: perhaps it 
was a bridge too far.

Source: antique shop, 
Mittagong, NSW.
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Ashtray

Tasmania appears to have gone 
a-shtray.

Source: antique market.
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Ashtray

There was a time when ashtrays 
were a common feature of 
every household, but not 
anymore.  They languish in op 
shops and retro stores...no ifs, 
no butts.

Sources: op shops and retro 
stores, NSW and QLD and UK.
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Ashtray

You find a lot of ashtrays in 
secondhand stores.  That’s a 
lot of missing Tasmanias.

Sources: op shops and retro 
stores, NSW and QLD and UK.
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Ashtray

This one goes to the trouble of 
naming many of the principal 
cities of Australia.  I’m feeling 
solidarity with Alice Springs.

Sources: op shops and retro 
stores, NSW and QLD and UK.
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Ashtray

This one is missing a sizeable 
chunk of the mainland, but 
at least you can assume it’s 
there, behind the illustration. 
Can’t really do the same for 
Tasmania.

Sources: op shops and retro 
stores, NSW and QLD and UK.
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Ashtray

No Tasmania here, either. 
A moment for reflection, 
perhaps?

Sources: op shops and retro 
stores, NSW and QLD and UK.
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Homemade jotter board

This carefully carved jotter 
board was possibly a school 
woodwork project.

Sources: junk shop.
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game
/ɡeɪm/

noun: game; plural noun: games

an activity that a group engages in for collective amusement or fun.

“A teacher I know on the 
mainland asked her kids to 
draw Australia. Half of 

the class forgot to add 
Tasmania.”
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Jigsaw puzzle

This is the first of 
three Jig-Maps. 
The second was 
rushed out shortly 
afterwards.  In the 
second version, there’s 
a small eight-piece jigsaw of 
Tasmania which is separate 
from the mainland.  This 
enables me to locate Tasmania 
in the Gulf of Carpentaria in 
the winter months.  The third 
version, issued much later, 
integrates 
Tasmania.

Sources: eBay sellers, UK & US.
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Playing cards

The Orient Line needs to 
reorient itself.  What a joker!

Source: eBay.
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Token ‘for amusement only’

Non-refundable game token. 
This depiction of Australia 
seems a bit of a token gesture.  
We are not amused.

Source: eBay.
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travel
/ˈtrav(ə)l/

verb: travel; 3rd person present: travels; past tense: travelled or traveled

to go from one place to another, typically over a distance of some length, to advance 
understanding of a culture.

“Sometimes I’m 
happy that we’re such 
a well-kept secret 
but it’s frustrating 

that we lose out on 
tourism.”
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Map of Australia (Political)

Of all the missing Tasmanias 
that I’ve encountered in my 
search, this is one of the 
most egregious.  It’s hard to 
overstate how badly this map 
has messed up.  What were 
they thinking?

Source: eBay.
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Qantas luggage label, 1954

This absolutely pristine 1950s 
luggage label is a beauty.  The 
reverse side was gummed for 
glueing it directly onto your 
suitcase.  No danger, then, 
that a sticky-out bit, down 
below Victoria, say, would tear.

Source: eBay USA.

108



Mid Century plane sculpture 

This appears to be a model of 
a Lockheed Lightning, a few 
of which were used by the 
RAAF during WW2 for photo 
reconnaissance.  I think this 
an A55-1, possibly made by 
one of the pilots or mechanics, 
presumably not from Tasmania. 
I’d love to know its history.

Source: antique shop.
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Wallet and purse

A his ‘n’ hers collection here: 
a wallet and a purse.  Tasmania 
has been short-changed in 
both cases.

Source: junk shop, Safety 
Beach, Victoria.
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Commemorative Coin

To be fair, Western Australia 
might also feel a little 
overlooked, but you get the 
idea that it’s there, behind the 
tall ship.

Source: antique shop.
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Epilogue

There are other examples 
of partial Australias that 
haven’t been included in this 
exhibition.  Some of these are 
well-known: stamps, sporting 
events, logos and more. 
Others have been sent to me 
by friends or have turned up in 
the news or in Google searches 
as part of my research.  Some 
were too expensive: a gold 
brooch with ruby studs to 
mark the capital cities made 
as a Federation memento (yes, 
Federation; yes, no Tasmania) 
was one of many that tempted 
me.
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On eBay or Facebook 
Marketplace, I’ve found people 
selling chicken nuggets, crisps, 
rocks and dirt clods that look 
vaguely like the shape of the 
mainland.  For these, I’ll give 
the entrepreneurs a pass, 
because I think the technical 
complexity of attaching a 
Tasmania to a crisp, etc, is 
probably a bridge too far.  I wish 
the owners luck with their 
sales, which often come with a 
starting bid of $10,000 or more.

I’ve also seen the stories about 
various landscaped ‘mini’ 
Australias: the Australia-shaped 
island at Barwon Valley Fun 
Park in Geelong, the miniature 
version of Australia on a private 
property in Old Bar on the NSW 

Australia-shaped crisp.  This is surprisingly hard to do.  I’ve tried.
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Other Australias

Mid Coast and the “Golden Map 
of Australia” at the Top End 
Safari Camp in Bynoe, south 
west of Darwin.  It’s a bit hard 
to tell, in one case, whether 
there’s an overgrown Tasmania, 
but certainly two of the three 
are mainland only, according to 
Google Maps images.

There are also various snacks 
that have emerged over 
the years.  Patties created 
a mainland Australia party 
pie; Arnott’s created a 
mainland Australia version of 
shapes (some versions of the 
packaging, in mitigation, offer 
prizes for finding a Tasmania-
shaped piece in the packs); 
and Four ’n Twenty created a 
mainland Australia pie.

Top End Safari Camp, Bynoe 
©2022, CNES / Airbus, Maxar Technologies, Map data ©2022

McNugget for sale on Facebook Marketplace

Schnitzel for sale on eBay

Cornflake sold on eBay in 2011 for more than $200

Patties’ Australia-shaped pies
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Spot the missing state

Let’s turn the tables for a 
moment and look at what some 
of these items would look like 
if another state was arbitrarily 
removed from the map.  As 
a one-off, it’s a curiosity. 
Imagine if it was customary or 
frequent.
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Map of ‘Australia’

In 2019, in a segment on Last 
Week Tonight with John Oliver 
about New Zealand being left 
off world maps, the graphic 
they used left off Tasmania. 
This provoked numerous 
tweets,such as the one below.

For a bit of fun, here’s a 
map that has ‘forgotten’ the 
mainland.
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MINA is an old gold rush bank, built in the mid-1800s and located in 
Tasmania’s Fingal Valley.   At various times, the building has been a 
general store, a barber’s shop, a farmhouse of sorts, and an outlet for 
rabbit skins.  The original vault is still in place, though sadly it’s empty.

This is the first exhibition I’ve ever staged.  My hope, over time, is to 
make this a centre for lateral thought and creative expression, for 
writers, artists or people in business who might be feeling a little bit 
stuck or displaced.  

I’ve worked as a publicist and creative consultant for more than 
200 brands worldwide, helping them unlock the potential of their 
products and services and find a voice that appeals to, and intrigues, 
their audiences.  

More than ever, our world is a battlefield for ideas.  This can be affirming, 
bewildering and sometimes defeating.  I hope I can help more great ideas 
catch the light and gain the attention that they deserve.

Hamish Thompson

MINA 
Fingal, Tasmania www.mina.net.au 
Twitter: @hamishmthompson   Instagram: @mina_tasmania   Podcast: Polar Opposites


